Coagulation contact phase factors and inhibitors in beta-thalassemia major children.
Selected hemostatic parameters of 23 children affected by beta-thalassemia major were studied and compared to an age- and sex-matched group. Plasma prekallikrein level was reduced in all patients, splenectomized or not. In splenectomized patients, platelet count and in vitro platelet aggregability were significantly increased and Protein C was slightly increased. The activated partial thromboplastin time was prolonged and the normotest reduced. Finally, a reduction in the plasma levels of fibrinogen and of vitamin K-dependent proteins, including the antithrombotic Protein C, was observed in nonsplenectomized patients. Our data indicate that the hemostatic system in patients with thalassemia major may be altered. The relationship between these laboratory changes and clinical manifestations remains to be established.